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SECTION A (40 questions/1 mark each) 


ANSWER MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS ON THE ANSWER SHEET PROVIDED AT 
THE END OF THE EXAMINATION PAPER 


Question 1 
Which of the following is not a consideration when supplying sheep to the trade market? 
a. Market weight requirements 
b. Climatic conditions 
c. Transport costs 
d. Feedlot pre-conditioning 


Question 2 
Select the correct statement. The “prickle” sensation felt when wearing some wool fabrics next to 
the skin: 

a. Is the result of an allergic reaction 

b. Is only found in woolen products 

c. Is due to fibre ends irritating the skins surface 

d. Is due to spines along the fibre’s surface 


Question 3 
Which one of these wool quality measures is not objective? 
a. Fibre diameter 
b. Curvature 
c. Staple strength 
d. Style 


Question 4 
The best definition for a Micron “blow-out” is: 
a. Increase in fibre diameter with age 
b. Change in fibre diameter resulting in reduced staple strength 
c. Increase in fibre diameter with age, at a rate faster than the flock average 
d. Increase in fibre diameter resulting from sudden change in nutrition 


Question 5 
Which of the following is not an environmental effect on lean meat yield? 
a. Burth type 
b. Breed 
c. Nutrition 
d. Disease 
Question 6 


The most variation in fibre diameter in a flock of sheep comes from: 
a. Within fleeces 
b. Between fleeces 
c. Within staples 
d. Between staples 
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Question 7 
Select the most correct statement. 
a. Vegetable matter influences the yield of clean, usable fibre 
b. Vegetable matter influences fibre loss and breakage during processing 
c. Vegetable matter influences residual contaminants in the top 
d. Vegetable matter influences all of the above 


Question 8 
Which of the following statements is true? 
Grass finished lambs: 
a. Are aged between 10 and 25 wks 
b. Ideally should be shorn 
c. Weigh between 12 and 30 kg liveweight 
d. Are bred from large frame Merino ewes 


Question 9 

ASBVs are expressed as either positive or negative deviations from an average. 
a. True 
b. False 


Question 10 

Heritability of reproductive traits would best be described as: 
a. Low to moderate 

b. Moderate to high 

c. High 

d. Low 


Question 11 
Select the correct statement. 
a. A resistant host does not suffer symptoms of a disease 
b. A resilient host does not suffer symptoms of a disease 
c. A resistant host suffers little or no adverse effects on production during infection 
d. A resilient host suffers little or no adverse effects on production during infection 


Question 12 
The recommended percentage of rams per ewes is: 


a. 1% 
b. 2% 
c. 3% 
d. 4% 


Question 13 

The immune response can contribute significantly to a disease syndrome. 
a. True 
b. False 
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Question 14 
Select the sheep worm that is not a gastrointestinal nematode. 
a. Barbers pole worm 
b. Small brown stomach worm 
c. Tape worm 
d. Black scour worm 


Question 15 
Which of the following statements are true regarding blowfly strike? 
a. Chrysomya rufifacies is the major fly initiating flystrike in Australia 
b. Mulesing is the only effective control measure for blowfly strike 
c. Wool production is not affected by blowfly strike 
d. Breech strike is the most common form of blowfly strike 


Question 16 

What mineral is particularly important for wool growth? 
a. Sodium 
b. Phosphorus 
c. Sulphur 
d. Iodine 


Question 17 
Select the most correct statement regarding rangelands. 

a. Rangelands have consistently low rainfall 

b. Rangelands are more susceptible to overgrazing by sheep than cattle 

c. Rangelands are semi-natural systems that include a range of vegetative types 
d. Stocking rates on rangelands are best based on “average” years 


Question 18 

The dry summer and autumn of Mediterranean regions is advantageous for blowfly and internal 
parasite control. 

a. True 

b. False 


Question 19 
How many days after the start of joining is scanning for multiples recommended? 


a. 60 days 
b. 90 days 
c. 100 days 
d. 110 days 


Question 20 
The growth rate of lambs from birth to maturity can be described as: 
a. S or sigmoid shaped 


b. Hyperbolic 
c. Linear 
d. Really fast 
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Question 21 
Which of the following is not one of the main elements of grazing management? 
a. Type and class of stock 
b. Stage of plant growth when grazed 
c. Type of fencing used 
d. Stocking rate 


Question 22 
Tactical grazing and deferred rotational grazing have similar stocking density relative to continuous 


grazing. 
a. True 
b. False 


Question 23 
Which of the following does not need to be considered when designing a husbandry calendar? 
a. Pasture growth and availability 
b. Joining time 
c. Building a new shearing shed 
d. Labour demands for other enterprises 


Question 24 
The most important diseases for the Australian sheep industry are: 
a. Internal parasites, Flystrike, Lice 
b. Internal parasites, Lice, Ovine Johnes Disease 
c. External parasites, Ovine Johnes Disease, Dystocia 
d. External parasites, Pregnancy Toxaemia, Ovine Johnes Disease 


Question 25 
Why are ASBVs useful to sheep breeders? 
a. They rank animals on their ability to produce superior progeny for key performance traits 
b. They provide a definitive value as to how progeny will perform 
c. They account for any physical defects of the sire 
d. They provide a subjective measurement of breeding stock 


Question 26 
The most popular method for selling both lambs and sheep is via: 
a. Forward contracts 
b. Saleyard auction 
c. AuctionsPlus 
d. Paddock sales 


Question 27 
Tender stretching refers to hanging carcasses by the pelvis H-bone and is done to: 
a. Help important muscles to shorten 
b. Improve loin tenderness 
c. Reduce the space required to store carcasses 
d. Improve topside tenderness 
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Question 28 
What are the preferred weight specifications of feeder lambs to be finished in a feedlot? 
a. 15+kg 
b. 30+ kg 
c. 20+kg 
d. 35+kg 


Question 29 
When are indirect selection criteria more effective than direct selection criteria for genetic 
improvement of fleece characteristics? 

a. When they have a lower heritability 

b. When they are more expensive to measure 

c. When they are strongly genetically correlated with the traits of interest 

d. None of the above 


Question 30 
What is the digestibility of cereal stubble stem material likely to be? 


a. 60-70% 
b. 50 - 60% 
c. 70-90% 
d. 40-50% 


Question 31 
Choosing the right terminal sire breed is more important than the right individual ram because there 
are large differences between the breeds for growth and carcase traits. 

a. True 

b. False 


Question 32 

In late pregnancy, what herbage mass (kgDM/ha) will maintain single and twin bearing ewes 
respectively in fat score 3? 

a. 700 and 1050 

b. 700 and 1400 

c. 1000 and 1200 

d. 1000 and 2000 


Question 33 
What is the most important aspect of drought and feeding management? 
a. managing the frequency of feeding supplement 
b. Plan using feed budgets, weather data and stocking rates 
c. Use animal data base 
d. Being on good terms with your bank manager 
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Question 34 
Scouring, loss of wool colour and wool crimp, anaemia and swayback are typical deficiency 
symptoms for one particular mineral. Indicate the mineral deficiency producing these symptoms. 
a. Phosphorus 


b. Sulfur 
c. Copper 
d. Selenium 


Question 35 
Which of the following statements is true regarding body lice infestation? 
a. A chemical treatment on any length of wool is an effective way to control body lice 
b. Lice infestation reduces greasy fleece weight 
c. The lifecycle of body lice requires both sheep and soil 
d. Crutching helps reduce body lice infestation 


Question 36 

Treatment with anthelmintics is the only effective way to control gastrointestinal parasites. 
a. True 
b. False 


Question 37 
Excessive exercise prior to slaughter can be detrimental because: 
a. Muscle glycogen increases during exercise 
b. Animal welfare codes state that sheep should not be run before slaughter. 
c. Muscle glycogen becomes depleted 
d. Fat reserves are mobilised and fat scores are reduced 


Question 38 
What mineral is particularly important for bone development? 


a. Zinc 

b. Sodium 

c. Phosphorus 
d. Iodine 


Question 39 
What is the key wool characteristic affected by the variation in feed availability throughout the year 
in Mediterranean regions? 

a. Crimp frequency 

b. Greasy fleece weight 

c. Wool colour 

d. Fibre diameter 
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Question 40 
During the last trimester of pregnancy, ewe nutrition should aim to: 
a. Provide protein supplements to enhance mammary development and so increase milk supply to 
the lamb 
b. Increase ewe weight as much as possible to provide reserves for lactation 
Maintain nutrition at same level, in turn maintaining liveweight of ewe 
d. Feeding doesn't matter, in fact low birth weight lambs lead to lower incidence of dystocia 


Al. 


42. 


43. 


44. 
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SECTION B (4 questions/10 marks each) 
Short answer 


Answer all FOUR questions in the workbooks provided 


Draw a timeline of the husbandry calendar of a sheep enterprise in the sheep wheat zone in 
Western Australia. 
List the decisions which would influence the wool quality of the annual clip 


Draw a timeline of the husbandry calendar of a sheep enterprise on a farm in the high rainfall 
area in southern Victoria. 
List the decisions which would influence the growth of prime lambs. 


List 5 wool quality measures and how they impact on the price received for wool. 


Describe 5 lamb management strategies that can help maximise lamb survival. 
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SECTION C (1 question/20 marks each) 
Essay answer 
Answer any ONE of these questions in the workbooks provided 


ANSWER ESSAY or NOTES QUESTIONS IN THE WORKBOOKS PROVIDED 


45. Describe the main elements of grazing management and how they influence sheep 
production, both wool and meat. 


OR 


46. What health issues would a fine wool producer need to combat in a high rainfall zone? 
a) Discuss how these diseases/parasites affect the different classes of sheep 
b) Discuss the management practices the producer can use to reduce the effects of 
disease/parasites on wool production. 


OR 


47. How can precision sheep management be incorporated into a current Merino breeding 
enterprise? What are some of the tools that could be used? Discuss the benefits associated 
with the implementation of these management tools. 


FESS TAR END ees 


Please remember - This examination question paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so may 
result in the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 
Writing your name and number on the front will help us confirm that your paper has been returned. 
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NAME: 
STUDENT NUMBER: 


MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS ANSWER SHEET - SECTION A 


(SHEET MAY BE REMOVED FROM EXAMINATION PAPER) 
Please circle the letter(s) that represent the most correct answer against the appropriate 
question number on the table 


1. a b c d 
2. a b c d 
3. a b c d 
4. a b c d 
5. a b c d 
6. a b c d 
7. a b c d 
8. a b c d 
9. a b 

10. a b c d 
11. a b c d 
12. a b c d 
13. a b 

14. a b c d 
15. a b c d 
16. a b c d 
17. a b c d 
18. a b 

19. a b c d 
20. a b c d 
21. a b c d 
22. a b 
23. a b c d 
24. a b c d 
25. a b c d 
26. a b c d 
27. a b c d 
28. a b c d 
29 a b c d 
30. a b c d 
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31. 


32. 
33. 


34. 
35. 


36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
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